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Theme: Violence
Topic: Domestic Violence
Who is impacted by the issues related to your topic? Your context (experience, values, and other areas relevant to your perspective)
 Domestic violence refers to aggression within the family circle.  Family circles include partners, immediate family members, and relatives, and family friends. Violence may be in form of damaging or forcefully hurting someone's mental or physical health.  Domestic violence includes bullying, mistreatment of children, marital violence, sexual abuse, sex trafficking, and other violence relating to teen dating, school violence, and community violence. 
Your main issue question: what steps can be taken to stop child abuse? 
Information questions related to your topic:
1. Teenage and accidental pregnancies have been on the rise lately. Can child abuse rates be prevented by reducing teenage and unintended pregnancies?
1. Most parents involve themselves in drug and substance use. How does the consumption of alcohol and illicit drugs contribute to child abuse?
1. What is the role of the community and police in the fight against child abuse?
1. Parents are responsible for their children's welfare. Do parents play a role in child abuse?
1. Children play a part in abuse against themselves. How?
 
Search terms you will use: Child or children, violence or abuse or mistreatment
Your current opinion on the issue question: 
Child abuse refers to the intentional act of mistreating and molesting children. According to (Lev-Wesel et al, 2018), child abuse exists in four forms; physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, or neglect. Physical abuse involves inducing physical injury on the body of the child through beating, kicking, choking, burning, and punching.  Sexual abuse involves sexual exploitation of a child. In maybe in form of rape, oral sex, contact with genitals, indecent exposure, and fondling of a child's breast or buttocks, and possession, production, and distribution of child pornographic materials. Neglect refers to the failure to provide for basic needs like food, shelter, clothing, education, emotional support, and healthcare services of a child. Emotional abuse refers to any form of abuse that interferes with the mental and social health of a child. It involves terrorizing, threatening, blaming, exploitation, bullying, denying emotional response, blaming, rejecting, and belittling. According to (Zeanah et al, 2018), physical, emotional, and sexual abuses enhance the risk of parallel and successive Pathophysiology problems. 
According to (Prinz, 2016), child abuse prevention requires the efforts of parents, community, and law enforcement agencies. Parents contribute a lot in child protection. Controlling children's behavior helps control underage pregnancies and raising responsible children. The family social and economic statuses partly contribute. Prevention of child maltreatment requires strengthening of parenting, reduction of pronounced poverty. Control of alcohol and drug use can help reduce the case of child abuse. The community on the other hand plays a role in reporting child abuse to the relevant authorities. Reports by (Farrell et al, 2017) show that children in poor communities are at a greater risk of being neglected. Increased rates of child abuse are related to high poverty rates in the community. The community’s willingness to report child abuse cases to lower the likelihood of occurrences of the abuses (Wolf et al, 2018).  Equally, the police and other law enforcement agencies such as child services can take action against the perpetrators of child mistreatment. Increased collaborations between law enforcers, schools, and the community provide a holistic approach to tackling child abuse (Martin et al, 2017).   Child abuse can be solved if the victims come out and speak. Psychologists and religious leaders can help the victims speak of their experiences and help bring out the perpetrators to face justice.
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